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Links

proposals

Sir, — Faced with the yearly
increasing depredations

by the Links Trust (LT) of
Jocals' rights on the links,
there has been talk of
pressing the nuclear button
i.e. asking for the repeal

of the of the 1974 Act. The
answer has always been -
but we have so much to lose.
No longer - we have already
lost nearly everything - but
the R & A would have a

lot to lose. Accordingly, I
propose that the LT, the R

& A, the local clubs and Fife
Region get together to sort
out a compromise, which
would guarantee something
worthwhile for all parties.
There would have to be a
legally binding agreement
so that there could be no
backsliding. I propose:

1. No tour operators times
be allocated on Saturdays or
Sundays, with the exception
of the Castle Course. 2. A
total of 2 to 3 hours daily

be the maximum allowed
(this figure is negotiable)
and times allocated must -
NEVER exceed ballot times.
3. Local residents should
have ABSOLUTE priority
on the Old Course on
Saturdays and Thursday

operator times be allocated
after 4pm.

5. No visitors allowed

on any course after 4pm
unless with a local. 6.Tour
operators be allocated all
times on the Castle Course
on Saturdays and Sundays,
and all day on Mondays

on the Jubilee, alldayon
Tuesday on the New, and all -
day on Wednesday on the
Eden This will spread the
load from the Old Course,
and enable tour operators
to guarantee clientsa
time/times in St Andrews,
if not on the Old Course.
These arrangements would
run from April until the
end of October; and tour
operators would not be
allocated any times over
the winter months. I think
these proposals represent
afair compromiseand
balance between "St
Andrews residents and
others resorting thereto".
The present situation

on the Old Course s qu
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Links Trust
Sir, - You say October 18,
no doubt straight from a
Links Trust press release,
that "the boom in demand
for golf fromlocaland
visitors to St Andrews saw
the Trust record revenue
in excess of £40m and
more than 283,000 rounds
in 2023. This is untrue.
Visitor rounds have indeed
increased and locals are
being squeezed off their
own courses.

The Trust was set up "to
maintain the links as a
public park and place of
recreation for St Andrews
residents and others
resorting thereto'. Note
St Andrews residents

are mentioned first and
separately. i t
Itis clear the Trust is
prioritising visitors over
locals. ;

So modernising the Links
Clubhouse is all very
well, but an expansion
isjust another example
of bureaucratic empire

redirected to protecting the
interests of local golfers in
_terms of access to their own

table. - Your:




